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P l a n n i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s
&  N e i g h b o u r h o o d  P l a n

S c h o o l  S a f e t y  Z o n e

I f o l d  p l a y p a r k

N e w  B o o k - a - B u s
s e r v i c e

B u s  s t o p s  u p d a t e

H e r i t a g e  F i n g e r p o s t s  

A u t u m n  Q u i z  

The Par i sh  Counci l  spends  YOUR money ,  ra i sed
through the  Par i sh  Precept  and  co l lec ted
through your  Counci l  Tax  b i l l .  L ike  you ,  the
Par i sh  Counci l  i s  f ac ing  r i s ing  cos t s .   I t ’ s
therefore  v i ta l  tha t  we  unders tand  which
serv ices  you  va lue  most  h igh ly  and  what  you
want  us  to  pr ior i t i se  over  the  coming  years .   To
unders tand  more  about  how we  spend your
money  today  and  to  have  your  say  in  how we
should  spend i t  in  the  fu ture ,  p lease  take  5
minutes  to  comple te  the  Pr ior i t ie s  &  Funding
Survey  on  the  Par i sh  Counci l ’ s  webs i te .   I t ’ s
open  now unt i l  30th  November .
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P R I O R I T I E S  &  F U N D I N G
S U R V E Y

07798 631410

clerk@plaistowandifold-pc.gov.uk

www.plaistowandifold-pc.gov.uk

P L A I S T O W  &  I F O L D  P A R I S H
C O U N C I L  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S

J O I N  T H E  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L

The Par i sh  Counci l  has  1 1  sea t s .  In  May ,  on ly  9
candidates  s tood  for  e lec t ion ;  therefore  there
are  two  vacanc ies  to  be  f i l l ed .  Could  you  make  a
d i f ference  in  the  communi ty?  Counci l lors  are
communi ty  leaders  e lec ted  to  represent
res idents  and  provide  serv ices  to  meet  loca l
needs .  Counci l lors  work  together  to  make
dec i s ions  on  beha l f  o f  you !  Would  you  l ike  to
see  the  communi ty  change  for  the  be t ter ,
because  of  the  dec i s ions  you  have  he lped  make?

I f  you  th ink  you  would  l ike  to  become a
Counci l lor  ( see  what  our  newes t  recru i t s  make  of
the  job  on  page  7 )  or  i f  you  would  jus t  l ike  more
informat ion ,  p lease  a t tend  some of  our  meet ings
and  contac t  the  Clerk  for  an  informal  chat .

https://www.plaistowandifold-pc.gov.uk/priorities_and_funding
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A  L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  C H A I R M A N  O F  T H E  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L   

The per iod  s ince  i t s  e lec t ion  in  May  has  been  a
busy  one  for  your  Par i sh  Counci l .
 
I  have  prev ious ly  wr i t ten  about  our  ongoing
work  to  cons ider  and  respond to  both  the
Crouchlands  Farm and Foxbr idge  p lanning
appl ica t ions .  In  addi t ion  to  the  ‘Whole  Farm
Development ’  appl ica t ion ,  Crouchlands ’  owners
have  submit ted  a  fur ther  two  appl ica t ions  for  a
to ta l  o f  up  to  600 homes ,  whi le  the  proposa l  for
Foxbr idge  inc ludes  121  ho l iday  uni t s  and  a  50-
bedroom hote l .  Your  Par i sh  Counci l  unanim-
ous ly  agreed  to  submit  comprehens ive
ob jec t ions  to  both  schemes ,  which  can  be  found
on the  Par i sh  Counci l  webs i te .  Both  appl ica t ions
have  dedica ted  pages .
 
The  sca le  of  both  deve lopments  i s  such  tha t  your
Par i sh  Counci l  i s  concerned  tha t  they  could  have
a  far-reaching  and  detr imenta l  impact  on  our
communi ty .  This  i s  not  a  mat ter  of  ‘n imbyism’
but  a  ques t ion  of  sa feguarding  v i ta l  in fra-
s t ruc ture ,  loca l  charac ter ,  the  environment  and
our  t reasured  rura l  l andscape .  ‘Sus ta inab le
deve lopment ’  i s  an  overr id ing  pr inc ip le  of  the
planning  sys tem.  At  i t s  core ,  i t  seeks  to  ba lance
di f ferent ,  and  of ten  compet ing ,  needs  aga ins t  an
awareness  o f  the  environmenta l ,  soc ia l ,  and
economic  l imi ta t ions  faced .  Due  to  the  par i sh ’ s
rura l  loca t ion ,  ‘ sus ta inab le  deve lopment ’  here
must  equa l  ‘modes t  deve lopment ’ ,  dr iven  by
loca l  need .

We are  very  for tunate  in  hav ing  a  number  of
res idents  wi th  re levant  exper t i se  who have   
jo ined  a  P lanning  Working  Group and  dedica ted
many vo luntary  hours  to  reading ,  cons ider ing
and repor t ing  on  the  enormous  vo lume of
mater ia l  submit ted  for  each  appl ica t ion .  

However ,  some aspect s  o f  the  appl ica t ions  are  so
highly  technica l  in  na ture  tha t  the  Par i sh
Counci l  needs  addi t iona l  support  f rom
profess iona l  exper t s  to  ensure  tha t  we  fu l ly
unders tand  the  appl ica t ions  and  can  submit
robus t  and  deta i led  responses  to  the  Loca l
P lanning  Author i ty ,  Chiches ter  Dis t r i c t  Counci l
(CDC) .

I t  was  th i s  need  to  ensure  suf f i c ient  f inanc ia l
resources  to  ins t ruc t  spec ia l i s t s  when required
that  l ay  behind  the  Par i sh  Counci l ’ s  dec i s ion  to
increase  the  Precept  th i s  f inanc ia l  year .  I  would
be  the  f i r s t  to  acknowledge  tha t  the  headl ine
percentage  increase  was  h igh  but  would  ask  you
to  cons ider  tha t  for  a  Band D Counci l  Tax
proper ty ,  the  increase  was  le s s  than  42p  per
week .  The  fac t  i s  tha t ,  now more  than  ever ,  our
v i l l ages  are  a t  r i sk  of  unsui tab le  deve lopment ,
whether  as  a  resu l t  o f  specula t ive  appl ica t ions  or
s t ra teg ic  deve lopments  conta ined  wi th in  CDC’s
emerg ing  Loca l  P lan  2021-2039 .  Whereas  the
current  Loca l  P lan  2014-2029  of fers  ‘The  North
of  the  P lan  Area ’  (which  inc ludes  our  par i sh )
spec i f i c  recogni t ion  and  protec t ion ,  cons tra int s
on  deve lopment  in  the  south  of  the  d i s t r i c t ,
par t i cu lar ly  around the  A27 ,  mean  tha t  CDC i s
increas ing ly  looking  to  the  nor th  of  the  d i s t r i c t
to  take  up  the  s lack .  Current ly  our  par i sh  has
been  a l loca ted  25  new dwel l ings  under  the  draf t
Loca l  P lan  2021-2039  -  in  addi t ion  to  the  10
a l loca ted  under  the  2014-2029  p lan  -  but  wi th
the  d i s t r i c t  a s  a  whole  s t i l l  f a l l ing  shor t  o f  i t s
overa l l  hous ing  target ,  there  could  s t i l l  be
pressure  to  increase  the  a l loca t ion  and  some
people  wi l l  cer ta in ly  see  a  l a rge-sca le
deve lopment  a t  Crouchlands  as  an  expedient
so lut ion .  
( c o n t i n u e d  o n  n e x t  p a g e )   

C O S T  O F  L I V I N G  S U P P O R T

The cos t  o f  l iv ing  cr i s i s  i s  put t ing  a  s t ra in  on  a l l
o f  us  but  some are  suf fer ing  more  than  o thers .   
In  response ,  Chiches ter  Dis t r i c t  Counci l  has  put
together  a  dedica ted  team to  provide  he lp  and
advice  on  everyth ing  f rom access ing  f inanc ia l
support  to  dea l ing  wi th  s t ress .   There ’ s  more
ava i lab le  than  you  might  imagine .  

The  team wi l l  be  on  hand a t  the  P la i s tow Youth
Club  on  Tuesday  7 th  November  f rom 10am unt i l
noon ,  so  drop  in  and  f ind  out  more ,  in formal ly
and  in  conf idence ,  over  a  cup  of  cof fee .
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( c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p r e v i o u s  p a g e )
The Loca l  P lan  2021-2039  remains  sub jec t  to
change  as  a  resu l t  o f  the  Examinat ion  process ,
which  i s  ant ic ipa ted  to  beg in  in  Spr ing  2024 .

The  Par i sh  Counci l  i s  l ikewise  mindfu l  o f  the
impact  o f  ‘w indfa l l  deve lopment ’ .  This  inc ludes
smal l - sca le  deve lopments  tha t  are  not  deemed
par t  o f  our  new hous ing  a l loca t ion .  Census  da ta
shows  tha t  over  the  l a s t  20  years  th i s  windfa l l
deve lopment  has  increased  the  par i sh ’ s  hous ing
s tock  by  14%  (99  dwel l ings ) .  Important ly ,  th i s
‘windfa l l  deve lopment ’  has  taken  p lace  wi thout
any  cons idera t ion  of  the  wider  infras t ruc ture
requirements  -  roads ,  sewers  e tc .  -  needed  to
support  i t .

As  a  resu l t  o f  these  combined  pressures ,  the
Par i sh  Counci l  has  dec ided  to  prepare  a
Neighbourhood P lan  to  he lp  the  par i sh  to
manage  i t s  fu ture  growth  and  needs .  The  Par i sh
Counci l  unders tands  tha t  the  par i sh  must  evo lve
to  surv ive  and  thr ive .  But  unders tanding  the
pr inc ip les  o f  hea l thy  and  appropr ia te  growth  -
‘ town p lanning ’  -  i s  a  sc ience .  Growth  must  be
ba lanced  wi th  our  r i s ing  environmenta l
concerns ,  be  appropr ia te  to  our  rura l  loca t ion ,
sa feguard  b iodivers i ty  and  dark  sk ies ,  prevent
se t t lement  coa lescence  and  ensure  tha t  the  key
infras t ruc ture  needed  to  support  an  expanding
communi ty  i s  de l ivered  a longs ide  hous ing .
Dec i s ions  around hous ing  deve lopment  cannot
be  d ivorced  f rom dec i s ions  around school
p laces ,  publ ic  t ranspor t ,  medica l  serv ices ,
h ighway  upgrades ,  was te  and  water  management
e tc .  So  one  of  the  Par i sh  Counci l ’ s  pr imary  ro les
in  responding  to  p lanning  appl ica t ions  i s  to
highl ight  these  i s sues  and  ac t ,  where  i t  has  the
power  to  do  so ,  to  support  the  fu ture  of  our
communi ty .

A  Neighbourhood P lan  i s  a  key  too l  to  he lp  us  do
th i s .  I t  won ’ t  prevent  deve lopment ;  nor  should
i t !  But  i t  w i l l  g ive  you  and  th i s  par i sh  a  vo ice
wi th in  the  p lanning  sys tem and  a l low us  to  se t
po l ic ies  which  are  spec i f i c  to  th i s  par i sh  and
which  must  be  adhered  to  by  CDC when making
dec i s ions .

Some of  you  wi l l  remember  tha t  the  Par i sh
Counci l  began  a  Neighbourhood P lan  some years
ago ,  which  was  u l t imate ly  unable  to  progress
due  to  c i rcumstances  beyond our  contro l
(around ‘water  neutra l i ty ’  in  the  d i s t r i c t ) .  

A l though some aspect s  o f  the  prev ious  draf t  p lan
can  be  ‘ re-used ’ ,  th i s  wi l l  be  an  ent i re ly  new
Neighbourhood P lan ,  which  wi l l  re f lec t  the
changes  wi th in  our  communi ty  over  the  l a s t
decade .  I t  wi l l  not  a l loca te  the  Loca l  P lan
hous ing  or  seek  to  inc lude  addi t iona l  hous ing
but  i t  w i l l  se t  out  hous ing  and  des ign  po l ic ies  to
guide  fu ture  growth .  Each  meet ing  of  the  fu l l
Par i sh  Counci l  wi l l  inc lude  d i scuss ion  and
dec i s ion  making  regarding  the  Neighbourhood
Plan  and  you  are  most  we lcome to  a t tend  –
e i ther  in  person  or  remote ly  v ia  Zoom.  There
wi l l  be  publ ic  consu l ta t ions  and  communi ty
engagement  events  in  the  coming  months  and  I
encourage  you  to   support  these .  

The  Neighbourhood P lan  be longs  to  you;  you  are
integra l  to  i t s  deve lopment  and  success ,  so  make
sure  your  vo ice  i s  heard !
 
Whi l s t  much of  the  cos t  o f  deve loping  a
Neighbourhood P lan  (and  keeping  i t  up  to  da te )
i s  met  f rom Government  grants ,  there  i s
inev i tab ly  a  cos t  to  the  Par i sh  Counci l .  L ike  you ,
the  Par i sh  Counci l  has  not  been  immune to  cos t
increases .  A l l  our  everyday  serv ices  have  become
more  expens ive  and  so ,  par t i cu lar ly  as  we  are
the  branch  of  loca l  government  c loses t  to  you ,
the  Par i sh  Counci l  must  look  ahead  to  the
poss ib le  demands  on  i t s  budget  and  p lan
according ly .  Therefore ,  we  have  l aunched  a
Pr ior i t ie s  and  Funding  Survey  on  our  webs i te
and  I  urge  you  to  take  the  5  minutes  necessary  to
complete  i t .  The  Par i sh  Counci l  spends  YOUR
money .  This  i s  your  chance  to  te l l  us  what  you
would  most  l ike  us  to  spend i t  on .  And whi le
you ’ re  there ,  t ake  a  look  a t  a l l  the  o ther  usefu l
informat ion  we  publ i sh  and ,  i f  you  have  not
a l ready  done  so ,  s ign  up  to  rece ive  our  f ree  E-
News le t ter .
 
I  look  forward  to  we lcoming  you  to  our  meet ings
and  hear ing  your  v iews  on  the  Neighbourhood
Plan  and  the  fu ture  pr ior i t ie s  for  your  Par i sh
Counci l .  
 
C l l r .  P a u l  J o r d a n
C h a i r  o f  P l a i s t o w  a n d  I f o l d  P a r i s h  C o u n c i l

T h e  f i r s t  p u b l i c  s e s s i o n  w i l l  b e  a  Q & A
w i t h  t h e  N e i g h b o u r h o o d  P l a n  c o n s u l t -
a n t s  o n  T h u r s d a y  7 t h  D e c e m b e r  i n  t h e
W i n t e r t o n  H a l l ,  f r o m  7 p m  -  9 p m .

L A G O O N  3  ( C R O U C H L A N D S )

On 18 th  Apr i l  2023 ,  the  owners  of  Lagoon 3 ,  Mr
Lut tman-Johnson ,  entered  a  not  gu i l ty  p lea  in
re la t ion  to  the  noncompl iance  of  Chiches ter
Dis t r ic t  Counci l ’ s  enforcement  not ice  regarding
Lagoon 3 .  The  mat ter  was  ad journed  to  t r ia l  a t
Horsham Magis t ra tes  Court  on  23rd  Augus t .
However  three  cases  were  l i s ted  ahead  of  the

case ,  which  took  pr ior i ty  and  unfor tunate ly  the
court  d id  not  have  t ime to  hear  the  Lagoon 3
case .

The  hear ing  has  been  fur ther  ad journed  unt i l
25 th  January  2024  a t  Worth ing  Magis t ra tes
Court .  
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P A R I S H  C H I L D R E N ’ S
P A R T Y  F O R  T H E
C O R O N A T I O N
I t  seems  a  long  t ime ago  now but  hopefu l ly  the
memories  of  K ing  Char les  I I I ’ s  coronat ion  wi l l
l ive  on .   Af ter  a  weekend spent  g lued  to  the
te lev i s ion ,  Par i sh  Counci l lors  and  vo lunteers
donned the i r  aprons  and  prepared  for  the
par i sh ’ s  own ce lebra t ion-  a  ch i ldren ’ s  par ty .

The  weather  was  grey  and  a  l i t t l e  dr izz ly  but  the
mood was  br ight  and  sunny!

On a  day  tha t  the  King  wanted  to  encourage  and
ce lebra te  vo lunteers ,  the  communi ty  came
together  and  decora ted  the  Winter ton  Hal l  wi th
bunt ing ,  f i l l ed  the  youth  c lub  wi th  an  amazing
array  of  cakes  and  prepared  to  we lcome the
exc i ted  youngs ters !

Magic  Marty  enter ta ined  the  ch i ldren  wi th
tr icks ,  banter ,  danc ing  and  lo l l i e s .  They  a l l
became roya l  when dressed  up  in  a  c loak  and
crown in  the  photo  booth ,  c rea t ing  memories  for
the  fu ture .  A l l  th i s  whi l s t  consuming  far  too
much sugar ,  in  the  form of  f ree  i ce  cream and
many co lourfu l  and  de l i c ious  cake  t rea t s .  In  fac t ,
we  a l l  a te  qui te  a  lo t  -  ch i ldren  and  adul t s  a l ike !

Fun was  had  by  a l l  and  £112 .00  was  ra i sed  in
donat ions  for  the  Pr ince ’ s  Trus t .  THANKYOU to
everyone  who took  par t ,  e spec ia l ly  Cather ine ,
our  Par i sh  Clerk ,  who drove  a l l  the  way  f rom
Cornwal l  to  he lp  and  support  us .

We hope  i t  i s  a  day  the  ch i ldren  wi l l  remember
when they  te l l  fu ture  genera t ions  what  they  d id
to  ce lebra te  K ing  Char les  I I I ’ s  Coronat ion .

B O O K - A - B U S
A  P e r s o n a l  A c c o u n t

My or ig ina l  p lan  was  to  wr i te  an  angry  p iece
about  the  d i scont inuat ion  of  the  da i ly  number  42
bus  to  Dunsfo ld ,  Goda lming  and  Gui ldford ,
which  was  axed  in  June .  However ,  hav ing  t r ied
the  new Book-a-Bus  serv ice  wi th  a  ne ighbour
who re l ie s  on  publ ic  t ranspor t ,  I ’m wr i t ing  to
exto l  i t s  v i r tues  ins tead .  I t  was  so  easy  and  wi l l
open  many opportuni t ies  for  those  wi thout  cars
or  for  those  who jus t  want  a  day  of f  dr iv ing  or  a
luncht ime dr ink  a t  the  pub!

Not  everyone  has  a  smartphone  and  so  I  used  the
te lephone  one  way  and  the  p ingo  app  for  our
re turn  home.

Our  p lan  was  to  have  a  morning  in  Petworth  and
so  I  phoned  01243  858854  and  to ld  them where
we  were  and  where  we  needed  to  go ,  exp la in ing
that  we  were  in  the  98  F lex  North  Petworth  area .
Hal f  an  hour  l a ter  a  bus  arr ived  a t  our  door  to
pick  us  up  and  take  us  s t ra ight  to  Petworth .

loca l  p laces  they  have  s t rugg led  to  v i s i t  before .

The  bus  runs  f rom 7am to  7pm Monday  to
Saturday .  There  i s  on ly  one  in  the  area  a t  the
moment  but  the  p lan  i s  to  increase  th i s  to  three
in  the  fu ture  i f  there  i s  more  demand,  which
might  a l so  enable  them to  expand the i r  routes .   
I t  cos t  me  £2  each  way  but  my ne ighbour  pa id
nothing  as  he  has  a  bus  pass .  

So ,  ra ther  than  bemoan the  demise  of  the  no .42 ,
I  f ind  myse l f  be l iev ing  tha t  th i s  i s  a  much bet ter
serv ice  than  we  had  before .  We can  book  a  bus
when i t  su i t s  us ,  to  a  grea ter  var ie ty  of  p laces
and  for  le s s  money .  What ’ s  not  to  love?

Leaf le t s  are  ava i lab le  a t  P la i s tow Stores  or  v i s i t
wes t sussex .gov .uk/book-a-bus .

C l l r .  J a n e  P r i c e

When we  were  ready
to  head  home,  I   
booked  a  re turn
journey  on  the  app .  I t
informed me that
someone  would
co l lec t  us  20  minutes
la ter .  The  bus
loca t ion  could  be
tracked  on  my phone ;
i t  a rr ived  on  t ime and
brought  us  home to
our  f ront  doors .  Both
dr ivers  were  so  love ly
and enthus ias t i c  about
the i r  new ro le .  They
can  dr ive  you  any-
where  wi th in  a  cer ta in
zone  which  wi l l  g ive
many people  the
opportuni ty  to  ge t  to  

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/travel-and-public-transport/bus-and-coach-travel/bus-passes-and-discounts/bus-it/book-a-bus/
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I F O L D  P L A Y P A R K
At  the  s tar t  o f  the  year  the  Counci l  conducted  an
onl ine  survey  to  ascer ta in  the  v iews  of  I fo ld
res idents  regarding  ins ta l l ing  a  p lay  area  a t
Ke l sey  Hal l .  I fo ld  i s  h igh ly  unusua l  in  be ing  a
large  res ident ia l  se t t lement  wi thout  any
des ignated  publ ic  space  for  ch i ldren .  Inform-
at ion  was  de l ivered  to  500 houses ,  a s  we l l  a s
be ing  publ ic i sed  on  Facebook  and  the  webs i te .
The  response  ra te  was  19 .2% ,  wi th  77%  of
respondents  be ing  in  favour  of  a  p lay  area .
Survey  response  ra tes  be tween  5%  -  30%  are
typica l ;  therefore ,  the  Par i sh  Counci l  i s
hear tened  by  th i s  l eve l  o f  engagement ,  which
can  be  t rus ted  to  provide  an  accura te  indica t ion
of  pro jec t  support .  The  resu l t s  show that  I fo ld
res idents  seek  a  publ ic  p lay  area ,  wi th in  wa lk ing
dis tance ,  where  they  can  meet  o ther  fami l ies .

The  Par i sh  Counci l  i s  gra te fu l  to  the  Ke l sey  Hal l
for  permit t ing  p lay  equipment  to  be  ins ta l led  in
i t s  grounds .  I so la t ion  i s  a  key  i s sue  for  those
wi th  ch i ldcare  respons ib i l i t i e s .  Having  some-
where  ‘ to  go ’  i s  paramount  for  the  menta l
we l lbe ing  of  ch i ldren  and  the i r  careg ivers ,  a s
borne  out  in  s tudies  f rom the  Pandemic .  The  a im
is  to  “make  i t  an  adventure  worth  go ing  on”  so
equipment  not  usua l ly  found in  pr iva te  gardens
wi l l  be  pr ior i t i sed .  Preserv ing  the  rura l ,  wooded
fee l  o f  the  area  i s  key  -  none  of  the  t rees  wi l l  be
fe l led  to  accommodate  p lay  equipment .

The  next  s tep  i s  to  prepare  a  l ease  be tween  the
Par i sh  Counci l  and  the  Ke l sey  Hal l .  In  2024 ,  p lay
equipment  companies  wi l l  be  inv i ted  to  des ign
the  area  and  tender  for  the  pro jec t .  Fur ther
publ ic  consu l ta t ion  wi l l  be  he ld  to  determine
which  des ign  i s  preferred ,  before  a  contrac t  i s
awarded .  Thereaf ter ,  the  t imesca les  to  ins ta l  the
chosen  scheme wi l l  be  determined  by  the  work
schedule  of  the  company and  the  Ke l sey  Hal l ’ s
d iary .  Look  out  for  pro jec t  updates  on  Facebook   
and  our  webs i te  throughout  2024/25 .    

P lease  v i s i t  the  des ignated  webpage ,  where  the
survey  resu l t s  can  be  found,  a longs ide  pro jec t
informat ion  and  how concerns  wi l l  be  addressed .

N E W  W I N T E R T O N  H A L L  W E B
P A G E  &  O N L I N E  B O O K I N G
The Winter ton  Hal l  in  P la i s tow now has  a
dedica ted  page  on  the  Par i sh  Counci l ’ s  webs i te ,
inc luding  the  opt ion  to  book  the  v i l l age  ha l l
on l ine .  Regular  and  one-of f  bookings  are
welcome.

www.p la i s towandi fo ld-pc-gov .uk/winter ton-ha l l

For  a l l  booking  enquir ies ,  p lease  contac t  Wendy
at  winter tonha l lp la i s tow@gmai l . com

Don’ t  forget  to  s ign  up  for  the  next  Quiz  Night !

We’re  sorry  tha t  there  have  been  some
unplanned  c losures  of  the  p laypark  on  P la i s tow
Vi l l age  Green  la te ly .   Chi ldren ’ s  sa fe ty  i s  our
pr imary  concern  and  i f  dangers  become
apparent ,  we  have  no  choice  but  to  c lose  the
park  unt i l  they  are  rec t i f ied .  We t ry  to  do  th i s  a s
swi f t ly  a s  we  can  but  i f  you  f ind  the  park  c losed ,
p lease  do  not  enter  i t .   And  i f  you  do  spot
anything  amiss ,  p lease  le t  the  Clerk  know r ight
away  by  ca l l ing  07798  631410 .  Thank  you .

T h e  P l a n n i n g  &  O p e n  S p a c e  C o m m i t t e e

L A D Y  H O P E  P L A Y P A R K

https://www.plaistowandifold-pc.gov.uk/ifold_playarea
https://www.plaistowandifold-pc.gov.uk/winterton-hall
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I F O L D  B U S  S T O P  C O N S E R V A T I O N  A R E A
The wi ld  area  around the  I fo ld  bus  s top  has
recent ly  been  cut-back  as  par t  o f  i t s  seasona l
management .  Idea l ly ,  we  would  have  le f t  more
of  the  area  un-cut ,  to  provide  important  over-
winter ing  mini-habi ta t s  for  our  bugs  and
beas t ies ,  e spec ia l ly  inver tebra tes  and  insec t s .
The  area  i s  home to  abundant  wi ld l i fe  inc luding
toads ,  s low-worms ,  moths ,  sp iders ,  l adybirds ,
and  beet les .  Jus t  br i l l i ant !  However ,  wi th  some
res idents  compla in ing  about  the  area ’ s  ‘unkempt
appearance ’ ,  we  have  a t tempted  to  s t r ike  a
ba lance .

I f  you  have  not  a l ready  done  so ,  you  are
encouraged  to  v i s i t  the  webpage  which  has  two
infomerc ia l s  about  the  area ,  which  expla in  i t s
purpose  and  how i t  wi l l  be  deve loped  and
managed .  Once  we  unders tand  the  important  and
bount i fu l  habi ta t  and  food  sources  th i s  area
provides  to  the  wi ld l i fe  we  share  our  communi ty
wi th ,  we ’ l l  l earn  to  see  tha t  an  overgrown,  ‘dead ’
or  unloved  patch  of  'weeds ' ,  i s  ac tua l ly  a
bount i fu l  conservat ion  area ,  fu l l  o f  beaut i fu l
seedheads  of  wi ldf lowers  provid ing  homes  to
count les s  spec ies .

Some regular  maintenance  i s  required ,  however .
This  i s  a  ca l l  to  a l l  w i l l ing  vo lunteers  who can
help  look  a f ter  th i s  e s sent ia l  communi ty  as se t ,
which  wi l l  he lp  to  support  the  surv iva l  o f  our
wi ld l i fe  in  a  wor ld  which  i s  becoming
increas ing ly  ‘bu i l t  up ’  and  ‘humanised ’ .  

The  maintenance  jobs  inc lude  keeping  the  pa th
and verge  c lear  for  pedes t r ian  access ;  sn ipping
back  and  weeding-out  the  dominant  spec ies  such
as  s loe  sap l ings  and  brambles  which ,  l e f t
unmanaged ,  would  prevent  o ther  p lants
deve loping  and  unba lance  the  area  to  i t s
detr iment .  Vo lunteers  wi l l  rece ive  exper t
support  and  guidance  f rom    profess iona l
conservat ion  and  wi ld l i fe  Garden  Consul tant ,
Ange la  Pa lmerton  of  Natura l  Gardens .   

In  spr ing ,  annua l  wi ldf lowers  wi l l  be  sown to
g ive  the  area  some more  co lour ,  whi l s t  the
perennia l  p lant ing ,  donated  by  But ter f ly
Conservat ion ,  ge t s  e s tab l i shed .

The  area  i s  not  t ime  hungry  –  an  hour  or  so  a t
the  beg inning  of  spr ing ,  summer ,  and  autumn
with  the  odd  10-minute  v i s i t  once  a  month  to  cut
back  any  brambles  growing  across  the  pa thways
and to  make  sure  the  area  i s  do ing  wel l  i s  a l l
tha t ’ s  required .
 
The  next  maintenance  sess ion  wi l l  be  in  Spr ing
2024  (March/Apr i l ) .  I f  you  can  spare  a  l i t t l e  t ime
to  make  sure  th i s  area  deve lops  to  i t s  fu l l
potent ia l ,  do  p lease  ge t  in  touch  v ia  the  Clerk
(contac t  de ta i l s  on  p1 ) .  
 

A b o v e :  N a t i v e  D o g r o s e
( R o s a  C a n i a )

R i g h t :  H o n e s t y
( L u n a r i a  A n n u a )

D o  y o u  k n o w  s o m e o n e  w h o  w o u l d  l i k e  a  p a p e r
c o p y  o f  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r ?  P e r h a p s  a  n e i g h b o u r
w h o  d o e s n ’ t  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  i n t e r n e t ?  P a p e r
c o p i e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  r e q u e s t  f r o m  t h e  C l e r k
( c o n t a c t  d e t a i l s  o n  p 1 ) .  

P A P E R  C O P I E S  O F  T H I S  N E W S L E T T E R

https://www.plaistowandifold-pc.gov.uk/the-drive-ifold-bus-stop-conservation-project


As  par t  o f  cos t - sav ings  measures ,  West  Sussex
County  Counci l  took  the  dec i s ion  in  2009 not  to
repa ir  or  rep lace  t rad i t iona l  f inger  pos t s  l ike  the
one  above  but  gave  Par i sh  Counci l s  the  r ight  to
take  on  the i r  maintenance  under  l i cence .  

The  par i sh  has  a  number  of  these  t rad i t iona l
s igns ,  which  the  Counci l  cons iders  to  be  not  on ly
a  va luab le  a id  to  motor i s t s  but  a l so  an  important   
her i tage  as se t  in  our  conservat ion  area .
Consequent ly ,  your  Par i sh  Counci l  dec ided  to
adopt  them to  sa feguard  them for  fu ture
genera t ions .
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I M P R O V I N G  R O A D  S A F E T Y  

implemented  th i s  summer .  A  grea t  resu l t !  The
three  Powered  Safe ty  School  Zone  S igns ,  wi th
t ime-contro l led  f l a sh ing  ‘wig-wag ’  l ight s  ( 7 -
9 :30am and 2-4pm,  Monday-Fr iday  term t ime
only )  warn  dr ivers  o f  vu lnerab le  road  users ,
which  wi l l  improve  road  sa fe ty  wi th in  the
v i l l age .  Now that  the  SSZ has  been  fu l ly
implemented ,  the  next  s tep  i s  for  the  Par i sh
Counci l  to  apply  for  a  Traf f i c  Regula t ion  Order
(TRO)  to  reduce  the  speed  l imi t  wi th in  the  SSZ
to  20mph.  

Meanwhi le ,  the  Counci l ’ s  TRO appl ica t ion  to
extend  the  30mph speed  l imi t  a long  Rickman’ s
Lane  in  P la i s tow i s  progress ing .  Upon
submiss ion  of  the  appl ica t ion  (2022) ,  WSCC’s
Highways  depar tment  had  to  update  the i r  base-
l ine  speed  data  for  R ickman’ s  Lane ,  which  was
out  of  da te .  A  speed  survey  was  conducted  in
June  2023 .  Thereaf ter ,  the  appl ica t ion  had  to
pass  an  In i t i a l  and  Deta i led  Assessment ,  aga ins t
WSCC’s  TRO pol icy  cr i ter ia .  These  as sessments
were  success fu l ,  a s  too  was  i t s  progress  through
the  Traf f i c  Regula t ion  Order  Modera t ion
process .  The  next  s tage  i s  WSCC’s  Publ ic
Consul ta t ion ,  which  wi l l  run  between  5 th  and
26th  October  2023 .

F I N G E R  P O S T S  S A V E D
The Par i sh  Counci l ’ s  June
2021  publ ic  survey
ident i f ied  the  com-
muni ty ’ s  concerns  re-
garding  the  speed  of
t ra f f i c  wi th in  P la i s tow,
par t i cu lar ly  a long  Lox-
wood Road  around the
school  and  preschool .
The  work  of  your  Par i sh
Counci l  to  ra i se  th i s  i s sue
wi th  WSCC’s  Highways
and School  Safe ty  teams
has  resu l ted  in  a  School
Safe ty  Zone  (SSZ)  be ing

T W O  N E W  C O U N C I L L O R S  T E L L  U S  W H Y  T H E Y  S I G N E D  U P

“ M y  f a m i l y  a n d  I  h a v e  h a d  o u r  h o m e  i n  I f o l d  f o r
n e a r l y  2 0  y e a r s  a n d  f e e l  v e r y  f o r t u n a t e  t o  l i v e  i n
s u c h  a  b e a u t i f u l  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  I n  t h a t  t i m e ,  I
h a v e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  b e c o m e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e
l o c a l  v o l u n t e e r s  m a k e  i n  s u s t a i n i n g  a  r u r a l
c o m m u n i t y .  

W h e n  h e a r i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  n e e d  f o r  m o r e
r e s i d e n t s  t o  b e c o m e  P a r i s h  C o u n c i l o r s  I  s a w  i t  a s  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  w o r k  w i t h  o t h e r s  t o  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e
t o  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  i n  o u r  l o c a l  a r e a .

H a v i n g  o n l y  j o i n e d  i n  M a y  I ’ m  s t i l l  i n  t h e  l e a r n i n g
p h a s e  o f  b e i n g  a  C o u n c i l l o r .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  m o n t h s  I
h a v e  q u i c k l y  g a i n e d  c o n f i d e n c e  t h r o u g h  s e e i n g  m y   

f e l l o w  c o u n c i l l o r s ’  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  w o r k i n g  p o s i t i v e l y
t o g e t h e r  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  P a r i s h  a s
b e s t  w e  c a n . "  C l l r .  A n d r e w  W o o l f

H a v i n g  l i v e d  i n  I f o l d  s i n c e  2 0 1 4 ,  I  r e c e n t l y  j o i n e d
t h e  P C  d u e  t o  g r o w i n g  c o n c e r n s  o v e r  s p e c u l a t i v e
l a r g e - s c a l e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  o u r  r u r a l  a r e a .  A s  a
w o r k i n g  m u m  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r
m e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  o u r
p a r i s h  f o r  a l l  a g e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p l a n s  f o r  t h e
i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  a  b i c y c l e  r a c k  a n d  h e l m e t  b o x  a t  I f o l d
S t o r e s  ( s e e  n e x t  p a g e ) ,  t o  e n c o u r a g e  a n d  m a k e  i t
e a s i e r  f o r  c h i l d r e n  i n  I f o l d  t o  c y c l e  t o  t h e  b u s  s t o p .
C l l r .  S a r a h  D e n y e r
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B U S  S T O P  D E L A Y S  

The pro jec t   to  rep lace  the  bus  s top  by  I fo ld
Stores  and  bui ld  a  new one  in  P la i s tow was
or ig ina l ly  due  to  be  comple ted  in  2020!   The
Par i sh  Counci l  i s  huge ly  consc ious  of  the  de lay
and the  d i scomfort  i t  has  caused ,  par t i cu lar ly  for
those  who use  the  I fo ld  bus  s top ,  where  the  o ld
she l ter  was  removed in  March  2022 ,  jus t  days
before  work  on  erec t ing  the  new she l ter  was  due
to  beg in .  

The  work  i s  be ing  carr ied  out  on  our  beha l f  by
West  Sussex  County  Counci l ’ s  Communi ty
Volunteer  Team,  who have  been  h i t  by  what  can
only  be  descr ibed  as  a  per fec t  s torm of  events .
In  2021  they  were  d iver ted  to  support  the
County ’ s  Covid  pandemic  response .  In  ear ly
2022 ,  the  Team re turned  to  the i r  communi ty
pro jec t s  but  were  swi f t ly  re-deployed  in  March
to  support  WSCC’s  re fugee  e f for t s .   That  work
cont inued  unt i l  spr ing  2023  and ,  s ince  then ,
severa l  equipment  and  personnel  i s sues  have
caused  var ious  s tar t  da tes  to  be  missed  th i s  year .

At  every  s tage ,  both  the  Par i sh  Counci l  and  the
Communi ty  Volunteer  Team have  ac ted  in  good
fa i th ,  upon informat ion  known a t  the  t ime ,  and
everyone  i s  saddened  and  f rus t ra ted  by  the
cont inued  de lay .  Never the less ,  a f ter  th i s  l i t any
of  unfor tunate  c i rcumstances ,  good  news  a t  l a s t :
the  bui ld  has  begun!  

The  loca l  oak ,  suppl ied  by  Mi l iam Ltd  in
Kirdford ,  has  been  de l ivered  to  the  Team’s
workshop and  our  current  expecta t ion  i s  tha t  the
team,  led  by  Darren  Rol fe ,  Senior  Communi ty
Solut ions  Off icer ,  wi l l  be  work ing  to  erec t  the
she l ters  towards  the  end  of  the  year .  

Di srupt ion  (de l iver ies/noi se  e tc )  i s  ant ic ipa ted  to
be  minimal .  A  smal l  concre te  mixer  and  hand
tool s  wi l l  be  used .  The  grea tes t  no i se  wi l l  be
from a  genera tor  but  th i s  wi l l  not  be  in
cont inuous  use .  I f  you  would  l ike  to  ge t  involved
wi th  the  bui ld ,  you  are  most  we lcome.  There  i s
no  minimum t ime commitment ,  and  a l l  too l s ,
equipment ,  t ra in ing ,  and  insurance  are  suppl ied .
P lease  contac t  the  Clerk  for  more  informat ion .  

The  ‘Safer  Bus  S tops ’  webpage  has  p lenty  more
informat ion  cover ing  need ,  loca t ion ,  des ign ,
permiss ion ,  publ ic  consu l ta t ion ,  the  bui ld ,
budget ,  and  maintenance .  P lease  do  take  a  look .  

B I K E  R A C K  F O R  I F O L D  
The Par i sh  Counci l  i s  inves t iga t ing  the
feas ib i l i ty  of  ins ta l l ing  a  b ike  rack  and  he lmet
s tore  in  I fo ld ,  to  encourage  loca l  schoolchi ldren
to  cyc le  to  the  bus  s top  and  take  the  bus  to
school .   The  owner  of  I fo ld  S tores ,  Cra ig  Knight ,
has  k indly  agreed  in  pr inc ip le  to  the  ins ta l l a t ion
of  a  rack  outs ide  the  shop .

The  number  of  indiv idua l  car  journeys  be ing
made  to  loca l  schools  i s  bad  for  the  environment
and bad  for  our  ch i ldren ’ s  hea l th .   I t  a l so  causes
dangerous  leve l s  o f  t ra f f i c  conges t ion ,
par t i cu lar ly  outs ide  P la i s tow & Kirdford  Pr imary
School .

K E E P I N G  Y O U R  F A M I L Y  &   
P R O P E R T Y  S A F E

At  a  recent  meet ing  West  Sussex  F i re  &
Rescue  Serv ice  h igh l ighted  the  importance
of  people  regular ly  check ing  the i r  f i re
a larms  –  and  the  ba t ter ies  wi th in  them.
There  are  lo t s  o f  d i f ferent  types  of  smoke
a larms  ( some even  have  ten-year  ba t ter ies )
but  they  a l l  need  to  be  checked  regular ly .
You  are  four  t imes  more  l ike ly  to  d ie  in  a
f i re  in  the  home i f  there  i s  no  work ing
smoke  a larm and  so  th i s  ac t ion  i s  so
important .  

Sussex  Po l ice  a l so  i s sue  lo t s  o f  usefu l
advice  -  f rom shed  thef t s  to  cyber  cr ime-
which  you  can  f ind  on  the  Usefu l  L inks
page  of  the  Par i sh  Counci l  webs i te .   Check
i t  out !

https://www.plaistowandifold-pc.gov.uk/Contents/ContentItems/4a2653b10azaw44sbc3n0tjqmh
https://www.plaistowandifold-pc.gov.uk/useful-links
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A U T U M N  Q U I Z

re la t ive ly  easy  ( a l though I  fu l ly  apprec ia te  tha t
the  term ‘easy ’  depends  on  whether  you  know
the  answer ! )  The  co loured  ba l l  ques t ions  carry
increas ing  va lues  s tar t ing  a t  2  point s  for  the
ye l low ba l l  ques t ion ,  r i s ing  to  7  po int s  for  the
b lack  ba l l  ques t ion .  As  you ’d  expect ,  the  degree
of  d i f f i cu l ty  of  the  ques t ions  ( in  my humble
opin ion)  ge t s  grea ter  a s  you  progress  through
the  co loured  ba l l  ques t ions  but  there ’ s  another
ca tch :  in  order  to  score  the  point s  on  the
co loured  ba l l  ques t ions  you  must  ge t  the
immedia te  preceding  red  ba l l  ques t ion  correc t
or ,  to  put  i t  in  ‘ snooker  par lance ’ ,  you  must  ‘pot
a  red  ba l l ’  before  you  ‘pot  a  co loured  ba l l ’ .  The
maximum score  you  can  achieve  i f  you  ‘ c lear  the
tab le ’  i s  33  point s ;  however ,  i f  you  ge t ,  say ,  the
th ird  red  ba l l  ques t ion  wrong  you  can ’ t  c la im the
4  points  for  the  brown ba l l  ques t ion  even  i f  you
get  i t  r ight .  But  tha t  doesn ’ t  mean  an  end  to  your
frame bui ld ing .  I f  you  ge t  every  o ther  ques t ion
correc t  apar t  f rom the  th i rd  red  ba l l  ques t ion
then  your  score  wi l l  be :  1+2+1+3+0+0+1+5+1+6+1+7
=  28  point s .

You  can  f ind  o ther  quizzes  -  and  the  answers  to
th i s  one  -  on  the  Quiz  tab  of  the  Par i sh  Counci l
webs i te .  (This  quiz  i s  the  'October  2023
News le t ter '  qu iz . )

He l lo !  C l l r .  Doug
Brown here  aga in  wi th
another   o f  my ‘ f rame
bui lder ’  qu izzes ,  which
you should  be  fami l iar
wi th  f rom prev ious
news- le t ters .  Scor ing  i s
based  around a  game of
snooker ,  wi th  red  ba l l
ques t ions  and  co loured
ba l l  ques t ions .   The  red
ba l l  ques t ions  are
des igned  to  be  

R e d  b a l l  q u e s t i o n  ( a l l  red  ba l l  ques t ions
carry  1  po int ) :  Which  song  f rom E v i t a
was  a  number  one  h i t  for  Ju l ie
Covington?
Y e l l o w  b a l l  q u e s t i o n  ( 2  po int s ) :  The
most  souther ly  par t  o f  the  Br i t i sh
main land  l ie s  a t  the  t ip  of  which
peninsu lar ?
R e d  b a l l  q u e s t i o n :  A  p la t inum wedding
anniversary  ce lebra tes  how many years
of  marr iage?
G r e e n  b a l l  q u e s t i o n  ( 3  po int s ) :  A t  over
40 ,000 square  mi les ,  which  i s  the  l arges t
i s l and  in  the  Car ibbean?
R e d  b a l l  q u e s t i o n :  The  ac t ress  Char lo t te
Rampl ing  was  former ly  marr ied  to
which  French  mus ic ian ,  an  exponent  of
the  synthes i ser ?
B r o w n  b a l l  q u e s t i o n  ( 4  po int s ) :  In  the
Bib le ,  who was  the  brother  of  Moses ?
R e d  b a l l  q u e s t i o n :  Of  which  country  i s
Mani l l a  the  capi ta l ?
B l u e  b a l l  q u e s t i o n  ( 5  po int s ) :  What
nat iona l i ty  was  the  as t ronomer  Nicholas
Copernicus ?
R e d  b a l l  q u e s t i o n :  What  t i t l e  was  he ld
by  George  VI  before  he  acceded  to  the
throne?
P i n k  b a l l  q u e s t i o n  (6  po int s ) :  Running
for  46  mi les ,  which  London
Underground l ine  has  the  grea tes t
length  of  t rack?
R e d  b a l l  q u e s t i o n :  What  i s  the  name of
the  camera  in troduced  by  George
Eas tman in  1900?
B l a c k  b a l l  q u e s t i o n  ( 7  po int s ) :  Which
prote in  i s  a  major  component  of  ha i r ,
sk in ,  na i l s  and  tooth  enamel ?
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C o m e  a n d  j o i n  t h e  n e x t

P A R I S H  L I T T E R  P I C K
 S A T U R D A Y  1 1 T H  N O V E M B E R  –  1 0 A M

( m a x i m u m  2  h o u r s )

R o u t e s  w i l l  b e  a l l o c a t e d .  P i c k i n g  s t i c k s ,  b a g s
a n d  h i - v i z  v e s t s  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  B U T  p l e a s e
b r i n g  y o u r  O W N  G L O V E S
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